From The Rector

This summer I attended the funeral of a long-
time friend held in a Southern Baptist church.
The building was packed, a fitting tribute to this
community leader. There were two eulogies spo-
ken, and neither one contained a single exaggera-
tion or misstatement. A soloist sang two familiar
gospel songs (accompanied by a piano and accor-
dion), and a pair of ministers presided, the Bap-
tist pastor and the retired pastor from the
neighboring, tiny Presbyterian church.

When the service ended, I realized two things
had been missing. At no point was there any
reading from the Bible, and at no point did we
say the Lord’s Prayer. The absence of those es-
sential elements was not a deliberate decision; it
just did not occur to those who planned the ser-
vice to include them, any more than it would
naturally occur to me to provide accordion music
in church. One can attribute this to the Baptist
understanding of worship. It is ironic, however,
to note that in the heart of the Bible belt, a major
community event could occur with not one read-
ing from Scripture, nor any congregational reci-
tation of the one prayer Jesus taught.

Please allow a statement of clarity: I do not
mean to imply any condescending note in writ-
ing about this service. To the contrary, those who
are accustomed to this worship style found the
service very moving. As I stated, not one word
was spoken that I did not know to be true in-
deed, something that is not always the case in
eulogies. Yet as it happened, the Resurrection
was largely ignored in the afternoon’s proceed-
ings. We heard noble sentiments about a very
fine man, but nothing about that sure and certain
hope on which all depends. Had someone wan-
dered in knowing nothing of the faith that sus-
tained my friend nothing in the service would
have helped introduce or define that faith.

In thinking about this service, I was struck
again at how thoroughly, deeply Anglican I am. It
is not accidental that Cranmer’s portrait looks

over my right shoulder, as does one of Saint
Francis. (Handel looks down from the left.) The
spiritual marrow of my being was nourished by
the Book of Common Prayer, and matured in the
legacy of truly common prayer, something shared
by all and used as the norm for worship not just
on Sunday mornings, but in “all sorts and condi-
tions” of times. Anglican worship such as I de-
scribe is not a matter of nostalgia nor of misty
memories from my youth. It is what Cranmer
and others intended for our worship and for our
spiritual formation, and it was efficacious until
our own time. Now, when we are intimidated by
narrow imaginations and political correctness, I
wonder how long we will continue to be nour-
ished by the resources which have given us such
a foundation. It is not only a matter of common
prayer, Bible readings, and the Lord’s Prayer, but
those are good places to start, and on which one
can build a life of worship.

Youth Confirmation Classes Starting

In Confirmation class, we will spend a good deal
of time looking at what it means to be a Christian
and the implications this has on our lives.

The class is designed to give answers to ques-
tions of who God is, who Christ is, and who we
are in response. This is a chance for you to gain
confidence in you faith and to confirm what you
believe. If you think you might want to be con-
firmed but aren’t sure, that is absolutely fine, you
can attend and make your final decision later.

Although generally taken in the freshman year,
the class is open to any high school students who
wish to be confirmed as Episcopalians.

Classes will run from 1 - 3 pm on five consecu-
tive Sundays beginning September 21st through
October 19th. We will meet in the Glenolden
House. Contact David Hirsch to enroll.

This all leads to the confirmation service in the
National Cathedral on November 1st 2008.

To Our Sunday School Teachers

We offer special thanks to all those who will be
generously donating their time and energy teach-
ing in our Sunday School during the coming year.

Preschool: Beanie Burr,Corey Burr, Monique
Anderson, Erica McNeilly, Katie McNeilly, Gwen
Lukash

Kindergarten: Adam Schneider, Karen Schneider,
Jane Kirkhoff, Lauren Nurse

Preschool Chapel: John Fraser, Carol Thedford,
Sue Tendall

Preschool Music: Victoria Ellsworth

Grade 1: Norma Young, Mary Sexton, Brad Thayer,

Emma Thayer, Carly Thayer, Gwen Lukash,
Monique Anderson

Grade 2: Ken Hurdle, Gaines Hurdle, Clay Hough,
Ron Tenpas, Diane Sickles

Grade 3: Kathy Whatley, Missy Beall, Sarah
Barpoulis, Gary Widrick, Jody Widrick, Renee Stone

Grade 4: Jean Stanford, Jim Round, Kathy Round,
Carol Hansen, Andrew Gilmoure, Toni Stempien

Grades 5 & 6: Neil Wilson, Susan Dolan, Sandra
Gaddy, Ken Hurdle, Gaines Hurdle, Sarah
Kuckelman, David Kuckelman

Substitute Teachers: Barbara Moore, Robin
Pincock, Adam Schneider, Karen Schneider,
Renee Stone

Junior & Senior High: David Hirsch (Director of
Student Ministries), Norm Barker, Susan Dolan,
Betsy Harrison, Marybeth Maroulis, George
Maroulis, Erica McNeilly, Madelyn Sturgeon,
Alan Van Egmond, Neil Wilson, Craig Windham,
Norma Young

Thanks to Dur :
Assistant Director and Sunday School l -rF
Editor of Sounds of Joy: Teachers! ==
Barbara Moore

Director: Carol Mitchell

Outreach Sunday

The Sunday before the House Tour is Outreach
Sunday at St. Francis. The proceeds from House
Tour support the variety of outreach efforts that
the parish sponsors. This year we hope to con-
tinue the pattern from last year, when several
members of the parish shared their personal
stories of service in the community. We are
looking for parish members who would like
to share their stories and perhaps interest oth-
ers in joining them. It does not have to be in-
volvement with a current St. Francis outreach
agency, it can be about your experience in any
activity that benefits the greater community. We
also hope to have representatives from a few of
the agencies who do receive some support from
St. Francis so they can share their mission and
offer opportunities for participation.

If you would like to share your story, please con-
tact Andy Jordan at marionaj@aol.com or 301
299-3162.
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TICKET OUTLETS

POTOMAC COUNTRY HOUSE TOUR
BetheSfia _ Potomac Gaithersburg
g?aedlltz()bsl}r]lomfitrsl Center Country Squire Cleaners The Wine Harvest
£910 Ayl_ PP If 4 9919 Falls Road 114 Market Street
rlington Roa 301-299-9675 Kentlands

301-654-2618

Pierre Deux
10305 Old Georgetown Road
301-564-9200

Kellogg Collection
10241 0Old Georgetown Road
301-897-9102

Chevy Chase

The Lemondrop-Lemon Twist
8534 Connecticut Avenue
301-656-1357

North Potomac

Potomac Garden Center
12024 Darnestown Road
301-948-8890

Flora's Feathered Nest

12211 River Road
301-765-0003

The Good Earth
11650 Falls Road
301-765-0224

The Surrey Gift Shop
10107 River Road
301-299-8225

301.869-4008

Ferrell's Specialty Gift Shop
Potomac Promenade

9812 Falls Road
301-299-3183

Ladies Workout Express
Traville Village Center

9743 Traville Gateway Drive
301-762-0600

Kentlands Flowers & Bows
206 Market Street East
301-330-7720

Rockville

Rockville Interiors
#4 West Middle Lane
301-424-1900

Are You Thinking about Volunteering with the House Tour?

The funds the House Tour raises support our
church’s charitable activities throughout the
year. Itis an important way we parishioners can
assist the less fortunate in our community.

The House Tour needs 400 volunteers on Oc-
tober 4th and 5t to make it work! We're quite a
bit away from that number. To help with the
shortfal, I am suggesting an "Ask Thy
Neighbor" Program.

As you step forward to volunteer , invite a friend
or neighbor to come with you! You can enjoy the
company and help others less fortunate at the
same time. Members who have done so in the
past have found that this shared time has been
very rewarding.

Please do not wait for someone to call and invite
you to volunteer— no one has enough energy or
time to make those calls— be Pro-active and
Volunteer.

If you missed your opportunity at Renewal Sun-
day, here are the people to contact:

ParkingDexter Ewel (dexter.ewel@verizon.net)
Matt Jillings (301-365-1298),
House Hostfane Kirkhoff or Beth Hunter

(Jane.Kirkhoff@us.ing.com) or
(hunterbeth@comcast.net),

LuncheoiNorma Young (301-767-0645),
Andy Jordan (301-299-3162)
Suzie Burbage (301-424-1993).

Come Join Us!

The Outreach Committee is looking for a few
good members! We would like to increase the
involvement of the members of the St. Francis
parish in a variety of Outreach activities, but we
can't do it without you. We hope some of the
many new members of St. Francis will join us in
these efforts.

The commitment of time is not great; the com-
mitment of heart can be immense. Bring us your
ideas for hands-on experiences that other mem-
bers may be interested in getting involved in and
help improve the lives of others in our commu-
nity. Find out more about the several agencies
that St. Francis supports, either with funding or
active participation. If you are interested or
want to to explore this a bit more, please contact
Andy Jordan at marionaj@aol.com or 301 299-
3162.

Diocesan Hunger Walk 2008

Here is a wonderful opportunity for St. Francis
members to join others in the Greater Washing-
ton area to help some of the most vulnerable.

Mark you calendar for Sunday October 19 at
1:30 p.m! We would love to have a team from St.

Francis join this effort which benefits the Hun-
ger Fund of the Diocese of Washington. St. Fran-
cis is the largest single contributor to the fund
through monthly envelopes; here is another
way for us to participate. Christ Church Rock-
ville is hosting this year's walk around Lake Ar-
temesia in Berwyn Heights and College
Park. The path is paved and smooth and suit-
able for wheelchairs and strollers. Walkers col-
lect pledges from friends, relatives, and co-
workers for each kilometer they walk. There are
5K and 10K options available.

Information on this event is posted on the bulle-
tin board in St. Francis Hall and on the table in
the lobby. For further information contact Andy
Jordan at marionaj@aol.com

Joy and Concern

Please join us in prayer for Noray Blackwell,
mother of Debbie Myers, who has died.

Education for Ministry Group

Forming for the Fall

A New Education for Ministry (EFM) group is
forming for September 2008. EFM is a program
of theological education-at-a-distance of the
School of Theology of the University of the
South. Its intent is to teach lay people to think
theologically in order to better relate and inter-
pret the richness of our Christian heritage to the
world and carry out the ministry of the baptized
more effectively. Members who have been in this
group have said that it has a powerful impact on
all facets of their life: work, home, relationships
as well as spiritual.

St. Francis Church is fortunate to be starting a
new EFM group and there is room for a few
more people to participate. If you would like to
find out more, contact Vince Stanford at vmstan-

ford@gmail.com or 301-869-7355.

Hungry House Tourists need
YOU!

BAKE SALE

Bring your favorite baked goody (or that recipe
you've been dying to test) to the dessert bar at
the St. Francis Hall to help our hungry “tourers”
and vendors fortify themselves before they ven-
ture forth for the House Tour.

You can deliver your creations, wrapped and
ready to sell, to St. Francis Hall on Saturday or
Sunday. Call Barbara Moore with questions at
301-299-5426.
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