COMING UP AT ST FRANCIS

SUNDAY, MAY 17
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:00am Morning Prayer
Sunday School & Adult Education
11:15 am Holy Eucharist
Youth End of School Year BBQ

TUESDAY, MAY 19
5:30 pm St. Nicholas Training Choir
5:30 pm St. Clare Girl Choir

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

5:30 pm Jr. High Bible Study

7:00 pm Centering Prayer? Undercroft
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting? Kincaid Library
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THURSDAY, MAY 21
5:00 pm Sounds Deadline for 5/31
5:30 pm Sr. High Bible Study
8:00 pm Ascension Day Compline
followed by reception in the Undercroft

FRIDAY, MAY 22
xdgmnn Al -AT80 "EAJ A

SUNDAY, MAY 24
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
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The Scripture appointed for the Sixth Sunday of Easter:
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; I John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
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Music at Eventide

Thursday, May 21*
8:00 PM
Compline for the Feast of

Music by Mendelssohn, Noble, and Philips
The Saint Francis Choir

~ reception following in the undercroft ~


http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.io.com/%7Ekellywp/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
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FROM THE RECTOR

Wedding rehearsals are seldom moments
for pastoral work. By that time, the counseling
the couple and their priest have been working
on is complete. The license has been procured,
any other necessary forms have been submit-
ted, and what remains is to run through the
choreography of the service to make sure eve-
ryone has a vague notion of where to stand
and how to get there.

One last moment, however, does present
itself, and with a degree of importance I have
come to appreciate more and more. It is found
in that question the officiant will ask the con-
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promises do all in your power to uphold these
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ticipating in the coming service are instructed
that they are expected to respond to that ques-
tion in a forceful way, and then they are ex-
pected to make good on the promise they are
making before God. They lead the congrega-
tion in so doing.

Consider the placement of this question,
coming as it does in that phase of the wedding
which mixes church and state responsibilities.
The state claims authority to approve all mar-
riage contracts, hence the need for a license.
Episcopal weddings begin with a series of
questions in which is ascertained the legal
standing of the couple to enter upon the con-
tract they are about to make. They are re-
minded one more time of the some of the pur-
poses of Christian marriage. Each declares his
or her consent to have the other as husband or
wife in a covenant marked by certain distinc-
tive characteristics. Thus some of the terms of
the marriage covenant are stated, and the cou-
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fore the entire assembly.

It bears noting that there is nothing ex-
clusively Christian about marriage. Marriage
is an institution which both predates the
Church, and is found in acceptable forms in
secular contexts as well. Moreover, one does
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to have a good marriage; atheists, to take one
category, can do as much. But if a couple
wishes the blessing of the Church on their
relationship, there are certain definitions
and terms they are expected to embrace.
Apart from that, the Church cannot bless
their union. All of that has to be tended to
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The couple has so far promised only to
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selves each to the other, and both to God,
that the two may become one. And here is
where that question becomes so important.
Everyone else in the room is there primarily
as a witness to the proceedings. Put aside the
frippery of being a bridesmaid or grooms-
man; the important role is as witness. Even
the guests are there to witness the exchange
of vows. From a legal standpoint, witnesses
are essential to the contractual aspect of the
service. But theologically, witnesses promise
to do all in their power to uphold this couple
as they continue to seek to establish and
maintain the relationship they have prom-
ised to follow. This response is, among other
things, a public vow, made to God. It is also a
promise made to and about the couple.

[ have never heard this more movingly
and accurately expressed than in the words

(Continued on page 3)
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Continued from page 2

FROM THE RECTOR

attended not long ago. He toasted all of the
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newly married couple. I wondered if all of us
realized how right the father was, and how
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was not a vacuous comment, but a sacred
promise and vow. It included supporting,
encouraging, guiding. That promise is the
most important gift we can give any couple
as they begin their married life.

VESTRY CORNER:

THE FELLOWSHTPEE()

The St. Francis Vestry oversees a variety of
committees which affect the life of the Parish.
As a Vestry member, [ am the liaison with the
Fellowship Committee. | want to share with
the parish at large the activities of the Fellow-
ship Committee and also express my deep
gratitude to all those who volunteer their
time and energy to this important committee.
The goal of the Fellowship Committee at St.
Francis is to build Christian fellowship among
our parish members. Francoise Williams,
Chair of the Fellowship Committee, does a
wonderful job overseeing and directing the
many events this committee sponsors
throughout the year. She runs the Ice Cream
Social in September; the Evensong Series Re-
ceptions, and the Parish Suppers scattered
throughout the year. Judy Austin, Susan Do-
lan and Mellicent Singham also contribute
greatly to the success of these events. Laurel
Bahar and her band of kitchen magicians
make the delicious lamb stew for Maundy
Thursday dinner.
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Continued in next column

CHANGE OF SHESICE TI

Beginning Sunday, May 24th, services will
be held at 8:00 am and 10:00 am. All morn-
.ing seryices will be celeprations of the Holy
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vice at 10:00 am as part of Youth Sunday.
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Francoise also maintains the supply closet in
the kitchen which seems to remain miracu-
lously stocked and in good order.

The Coffee Teams, who bring us coffee and
tea every Sunday during the Adult Forum, or
tea and lemonade in the summer, are organ-

four Coffee Team captains: Cath-
€ Johnston, Madelyn Sturgeon, Mary
Ashworth and Mellicent Singham. Their
wonderful helpers are: Faye Bonner, Bar-
bara Brown, Joan Maroulis,
Candace Brenner, Debbie
Myers, Betsy Harrison, Rose-
mary MacDonald, Jean Mar-
low, Faith Doody, Gaines
Hurdle, Monique Anderson,
Sandy Meloan, Christie Mar-
tin, Karen Meyers, Jan Soer-
gel, Pat Wyatt, Barbara Moore, Nancy
Hoke, Linda Lerch, Laurel Bahar, Bette
Houston, Mary Sexton, Sue Tull, Laurence
Nolan, Robin Pincock, Liz McCordic and
Judy Austin. The delicious donuts are organ-
ized weekly by Barbara Moore.

Thank you to everyone on the Fellowship
Committee who helps the parish be a more
welcoming and joyful place of worship. I
know there may be more parishioners who
help with fellowship events and whose
names we may have missed. Please rest as-
sured that our thanks go to each of you.
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